They were separated by gas-liquid chromatography using a chromatograph with a temperature programmer. The use of an internal standard (meso-inositol) allowed quantitative estimation of the various peaks obtained (table 3 ) .
The modifications which we made to the classical methods of gas-liquid chromatography of carbohydrates were the following : a) During the silylation reaction, the carbohydrates were dissolved, not in pyridine (S WEELE Y et al., i 9 6 3 ), but in dimethlyformamide (E LLIS , i 9 6 9 ). This allowed more exact quantitative results, especially when the pentoses were separated ( fig. I and 2 ) .
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